Innovative approaches for accelerating the implementation of
AREI for economic prosperity and regional integration in Africa
Africa’s energy landscape presents both challenges and opportunities for low
carbon development. Multiple programmes aimed at addressing the challenges
exist, but the most notable being the African Renewable Energy Initiative (AREI)
. AREI recognizes that energy is a fundamental requirement to drive the
productive sectors in both local and national contexts. This means addressing the
needs of enterprises of all scales, both in terms of quantity and quality of access.
At the same time, the SE4ALL envisions Decentralised Renewable Energy (DRE)
systems as most effective for delivery of development benefits to the most
unserved and underserved populations. As such, localizing AREI to ensure that
it delivers the intended development benefits will thus require high levels of
planning and execution. Additionally, effective financing, as well as informed
decision making, particularly regarding where to allocate such investments will
need to be given prominence if last mile populations are to benefit, and more if
AREI is to deliver meaningful development where it's needed most. Energy
Access Explorer (EAE) - an online geospatial energy access platform, would
effectively help in such levels of planning.
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As such, this session will seek to achieve the following:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

Present an overview of AREI, the role of stakeholders in advancing its
objectives, as well as practical opportunities for localizing its delivery
Explore how AREI can be harnessed to deliver socio-economic
development in Africa’s most unserved & underserved regions
Present an analysis of current trends in renewable energy financing in
Africa (with a particular emphasis on AREI)
Present the Energy Access Explorer (EAE) - an online regional
geospartial energy access platform, and explore how it can be used to
bring regional integration in planning for delivery of AREI
Develop & agree on recommendations to the AREI through the
Independent Delivery Unit (IDU).
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